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Undergraduate Level (5 credit hours)
Rationale:


This course has been designed to provide students with a perspective on historical and contemporary African American education through the autobiographical and biographical writings and research of African American scholars.  The materials in the course provide several perspectives on the education of African Americans.  One working assumption is a focus on African American “voice” and “representation” in the education of African Americans.  Another assumption is that the meaning of “education” for African Americans must be broadly defined beyond he classroom, sot that it not only includes pedagogical issues, but also meanings, perspectives, and discourse within the African American community at large.  The course articulates, among other issues, how he educational arena has been the site for the development of the ideological, cultural, political, and personal course[s] of action for African Americans.  The readings include a variety of scholars and authors in an effort to represent the nexus of interrelated issues and concerns surrounding the education of Africans within the United States.  

Relationship to Other Courses

There are no other courses currently offered with this focus for undergraduate students.  This course is specific to those with an interest in educational theory, policy, and practice from a multicultural perspective.  While it does represent the 2nd  of a two-part series of courses that examines African American education from an African American perspective, it can be taken with or without the companion course. 
Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, students will have:

· Initiated a dialogue that engages African American voice, representation, discourse, and theorizing related to the education of African Americans;
· Studied the ideological, theoretical, and methodological implications of this discourse for reshaping social thought, educational theory, and research;
· Engaged in discussions which critique and challenge current policy and practice, and articulate approaches to educational theory and practice, research, and policy-making based on African American “voice” and “representation.”
· Developed and strengthened skills in the analysis and synthesis of themes presented in the readings and in their ability to make connections to current and future educational issues, and in the written expression of their ideas.
Diversity:

This course is useful for those with an interest in educational theory, policy, and practice from multicultural perspectives.   Implementation of the course emphasizes activities that promote the use and respect of different ways of knowing and learning.   Moreover, this course meets the Social Diversity in the United States Requirement for GEC and addresses the following goals:

1.
Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States.

2.  Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values.

Technology:  


Students will engage technology through posting weekly entries to the course chat board.  This will allow students to interact with each other’s ideas on class topics/responses in a more expansive manner than traditional class hours allow.   

Topical Outline:

Week 1: Introduction

Class 1:  
Introduction:  Introduction & Overview of Syllabus

Class 2:  
Lecture: Black Narrative Traditions as Educational Discourse

Weeks 2-3:  Black Education in the Civil Rights Era, 1950’s and 1960’s

Class 3:  
Film:  The Road to Brown

Class 4:
Warriors Don’t Cry. Beals, Melba.  (1995).

Class 5:
Coming of Age in Mississippi.  Moody, Anne.  (1968).

Class 6:
Wrap-up discussion of texts and the life curriculums of desegregation.

Weeks 4-6.5  Black Education in the Civil Right’s Era/Power Movements, 1960’s 



and 1970’s

Class 7:    
The Fire Next Time.  Baldwin, James.  (1962/1995).

Class 8:    
Radical Teacher. (1990). Mississippi Freedom Schools.

Class 9:
Black Power. The Politics of Liberation.  Ture, Kwame and Charles V. Hamilton.  (1967/1992).

Class 10:
Lecture: (IBW). The Institute of the Black World

Class 11:
Wrap-up discussion of texts and the life/curriculums of epistemological resistance 

Weeks 6.5-7  Black Education and Black Power Movements

Class 12:
Black Ice.  Cary, Lorene.  (1991).

Class 13: 
Assata, An Autobiography.  Shakur, Assata.  (1987).

Class 14:
Wrap-up discussion of texts and the life/curriculums of Black Power Movements

Week 8:  
Black Education, Life on the Streets & Prison Curriculums

Class 15:   
Makes Me Wanna Holler.  McCall, Nathan.  (1994) (Parts I & II)

Class 16:
McCall, continued (Part III)

Weeks 9: 
Black Education in the 1990’s & Current Issues

Class 17: 
Lecture: Independent Black Schools, Vouchers & Other Matters

Class 18: 
Wrap-up discussion on expressions of Black Education post 1950.
Week 10: 
Student Project Presentations

Class 19:  
Student Project Presentations and Voluntary Journal Share

Class 20:
Student Project Presentations and Voluntary Journal Share
Exam Day:

ALL Final Projects are Due by 5 p.m. in my mailbox on the university scheduled exam day.



Course Requirements/Evaluation:

PARTICIPATION – Active engagement in weekly discussions is expected. Students will sign up to lead discussion of at least one session of topics/readings. (25% of grade)

JOURNAL – Throughout the course students will keep a journal chronicling their notes, thoughts, observations and/or questions about topics and issues brought up in class.  Students are expected to turn in a minimum of ten (10) one-page entries at the end of the quarter. (25% of grade)

ELECTRONIC POSTINGS – Each week students will post reactions/questions to the electronic discussion board.  Sharing sources, web addresses, etc. is also appropriate.  The idea is to share.  (10% of grade)

FINAL PAPER & PRESENTATION --  Students will be required to research and develop a project on a topic or time period that extends and builds upon or explores other aspects of the topics covered in class.  Students may work with a partner.  Each student/student group will be required to present their project to the class.  The projects could include but are not limited to the following: a slide or PowerPoint presentation, a high school unit; a play or other dramatic activity, a short film, etc.

Topics include but are not limited to the following: Pam Africanism; Public, or private Education from K-12 to Higher education; Medical, biological, or Natural sciences; economics or Business; Religion; Autobiographical piece; Demography; Politics; Civil Rights; Military Service; community Life; Clubs and Organizations; Employment; Sports.  Popular Culture such as: Aesthetics-Music, Aesthetics-Theatre; Aesthetics-Artists; Aesthetics-film, etc.

Letter Grading:

Students will be evaluated on the following point system:

Participation
25 points maximum
25% of final grade

Journal
25 points maximum
25% of final grade

Electronic Posts
10 points maximum
10% of final grade

Final Project
40 points maximum
40% of final grade

                                  100 possible points               100% of final grade

Grades will be assigned as follows:

A
94-100%

C+
77 – 79%

D-
60-63



A-
90-93%

C
74-76%

E
59% and below

B+
87-89%

C-
70-73%

B
84-86%

D+
67-69%

B-
80-83%

D
64-66%

Statement of Students Rights:  Any student with a documented disability who may require special accommodations under The Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et. Seq (2001) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C 794, et. Seq (2001) should self- identify to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations.

Academic Misconduct:  Academic misconduct of any kind is a serious matter and will not be tolerated.  If you have questions about what constitutes academic misconduct and what procedures are followed, please consult the instructor.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-54 will be followed in cases of academic misconduct – “ Each instructor shall report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.”

Required texts:

Baldwin, James.  (1962/1995).  The Fire Next Time.  New York: Modern Library.

Beals, Melba.  (1995). Warrior’s Don’t Cry.  Simon and Schuster: Pocketbooks.

Cary, Lorene.  (1991). Black Ice.  New York: Knopf.

Melody, Anne.  (1968).   Coming of Age in Mississippi. New York: Dial Press.

McCall, Nathan. Makes Me Wanna Holler.  New York: Vintage Books.

Shakur, Assata. (1987).  Assata: An Autobiography.  Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books.

Ture, Kwame and Hamilton, Charles V.  (1967/1992).  Black power.  The Politics of     
Liberation.  New York.  Vintage Books

The following text is also required and makes up the reading packet:

Radical Teacher. (1990).  Mississippi Freedom Schools.  Issue 40.  Radical Teacher.

